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WEEK 2 SPRING 2020 LGS – IN THIS WORLD – STUDY OF JOHN 16:33  
 
REVIEW: 

• Context 
o Final Night 
o Final Meal 
o Final Message 
o Final Moments 

• TOLD = laleo 
o The word is used to define a conversation more than it is a discourse. 
o The One who did the telling is the most important part of what is being told. 

• You 
o It is as intimate to see it, read it and hear it from His world as would have been to have 

heard it in that room. 
• These Things 

o The word is plural. It did not say this last thing told to you but ‘these things.’ Which by 
necessity would include the content of the entire conversation. 

 
 

John 16:33 (NIV)  
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  
 

• World = kosmos 
• The word appears 186 times in the NT. 
• 78 times in John’s gospel alone!  
• 11 times in the final message at the final meal! 
• Every one of them was focused on the opposition the world systems and its wicked leader 

will present. 
 

I. MOUNCE 
a. Over half of the NT’s occurrences of kosmos occur in John’s gospel (78×) and epistles 

(24×). There it plays an important role in John’s theology. The kosmos resists the very God 
who created it and his Son (Jn. 1:9–11; 7:7); consequently, this world is ruled by the evil 
one (12:31; 16:11). Therefore, while Christians continue to live in this kosmos, they must 
maintain purity and refrain from being caught up in this world’s systems (17:15–17; 1 Jn. 
2:15; cf. Phil. 2:15; Jas. 1:27; 4:4). But the superabundant grace and power of God are 
shown in that despite this opposition and corruption, “God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” 
(Jn. 3:16). See NIDNTT-A, 315–16.1 

II. Zodhiates 
a. The word “world” denotes the mass of people who are hostile or at least indifferent to 

the truth and the followers of Christ (John 7:7; 16:20, 33; 1 John 3:1, 13; 4:4, 5). 

 
1 Mounce, W. D. (2006). Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words (p. 
808). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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b. The world is dominated by the evil one (John 12:31; 1 John 4:4, 5). 
c. The world is the object of judgment and saving mercy (John 1:29; 3:16–19; 4:42; 6:33, 51; 

8:12, 26; 9:5; 12:46, 47; Rom. 3:19; 11:12, 15; 1 Cor. 6:2; 2 Cor. 5:19).2 
III. SWANSON -  

a. 3180 κόσμος (kosmos), ου (ou), ὁ (ho): n.masc.; ≡ Str 2889; TDNT 3.868—1. LN 1.1 
universe, as an ordered structure (Ac 17:24); 2. LN 1.39 earth, the surface of the earth, 
where mankind dwells (Mt 4:8; Mk 16:15 v.r.); 3. LN 41.38 world	system, godless world 
standards (Gal 6:14); 4. LN 9.23 people, those estranged from God (1Co 6:2)3 

IV. MANSER 
a. Scripture understands “the world” in a number of senses. It initially refers to the world as 

God’s good creation. However, that same world has now fallen into sin, with the result 
that it can be a threat to believers. Believers are called to live in the world, maintaining 
contact with it, while remaining distinct from it, and avoiding being contaminated by it.4 

V. PEACH 
a. κόσμος (kosmos). n. masc. created world, the universe. Primarily refers to the universe, all 

that exists. 
b. The majority of uses of kosmos in the NT are in books attributed to the Apostle John, but it 

also occurs frequently in other books. It has a wide range of meanings. It can refer to the 
universe, the whole of everything created by God (e.g., Matt 13:35; John 21:25; Acts 17:24; 
1 Cor 8:4). It can refer to the place where all things live, in contrast to heaven (e.g., Matt 
4:8; 26:13; 1 Pet 5:9; Rev 11:15). It can refer to humanity as a whole—all who dwell in the 
world (e.g., John 1:29; Rom 5:12–13; 1 Cor 1:27–28; 2 Cor 5:19). It can refer to all of human 
existence in all aspects, especially those things that are hostile to God (e.g., John 15:19; 1 
Cor 5:10; Jas 4:4; 1 John 2:16).5 

• We can conclude: 
o The world is a system that is opposed to the order of God, the orders of God and the 

orderliness of living for God. 
o The world as a created reality is not ‘inherently’ evil because God created it. 
o The world means the mass of its inhabitants that matter so much to God that Jesus 

came and died for all of them. 
 

 
• Trouble = thlibo 

• 10 references to Jesus using this word. ( 5 in Matthew, 3 in Mark, 2 in John) 
§ 3 uses in Matthew and Mark are covering the same time, topic and conversation! 

 
 
 

 
2 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). 
Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers. 
3 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) 
(electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
4 Manser, M. H. (2009). Dictionary of Bible Themes: The Accessible and Comprehensive Tool for Topical 
Studies. London: Martin Manser. 
5 Peach, M. E. (2014). World or Cosmos. D. Mangum, D. R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, & R. Hurst (Eds.), 
Lexham Theological Wordbook. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
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I. MOUNCE 
a. Noun: θλίψις (thlipsis), GK 2568 (S 2347), 45×. thlipsis is a cognate form of the verb thlibō, 

which literally means to “press, squeeze, crush” (see persecute). The noun denotes the 
results of being squeezed or put into a narrow place. It is used in three main ways. 

b. (2) It signifies the end-time tribulation prophesied for the church. Quoting Dan. 12:1, Jesus 
designates the great “tribulation” as a sign of the end of the age (Mt. 24:21) and a precursor 
to great cosmological changes and the coming of the Son of Man (Mk. 13:24). The great 
multitude of Rev. 7:14 is made of those “who come out of the great tribulation, and they 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 

c. (3) Implicit in the first two categories is the idea that believers will suffer troubles. These 
troubles are a necessary part of our experience (Jn. 16:33; Acts 14:22). However, unlike 
people of the world who fall away when these troubles arise (Mt. 13:21), true believers will 
persevere through such distress and all other tribulations to be glorified together with 
Christ (Rom. 8:35; cf. 8:17). Ultimately, God will comfort those who are afflicted and will 
repay those who afflict them with thlipsis (2 Thess. 1:6–7). Therefore, even in the midst of 
troubles, Christians can respond with joy rather than grief (Rom. 5:3). See NIDNTT-A, 251–
52.6 

II. STRONGS 
a. 2347 θλῖψις [thlipsis /thlip·sis/] n f. From 2346; TDNT 3:139; TDNTA 334; GK 2568; 45 

occurrences; AV translates as “tribulation” 21 times, “affliction” 17 times, “trouble” three 
times, “anguish” once, “persecution” once, “burdened” once, and “to be afflicted + 1519” 
once. 1 a pressing, pressing together, pressure. 2 metaph. oppression, affliction, 
tribulation, distress, straits.7	 

 
Matthew 13:21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or 
persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.  
 
Matthew 24:9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will 
be hated by all nations because of me.  
 
Matthew 24:21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the 
world until now—and never to be equaled again.  
 
Matthew 24:29 “Immediately after the distress of those days “ ‘the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be 
shaken.’ 

o In this world we will face trials that are unprecedented but not unpredicted.  
o In this world we will face trials that are unprecedented but not unexpected. 
o Our present troubles might be best understood by the future tribulations. 
o The future unprecedented moments on the face of the earth give us hope for how to 

respond to our own unprecedented moments in life. 

 
6 Mounce, W. D. (2006). Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words (pp. 
744–745). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
7 Strong, J. (1995). Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. Woodside Bible Fellowship. 
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o The absolute future conclusion of all things can bring confidence in the midst of our 
tribulation that we are going to come out on top of ‘our’ thing! 

 
Revelation 2:10 (NIV)  Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put 
some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the 
point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.  
 

 
 
John 14:1 (NIV)  
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.  
 

• Trouble – terrasso 
• What thlibo is externally terraso is internally! 
• What we cannot control externally, we can control internally. 
• In this world you will but in your heart you do not have too! 

 
1. Zodhiates 

a. 5015. ταράσσω tarássō; fut. taráxō. To stir up, to trouble, agitate. Used trans.: As 
agitating water in a pool (John 5:4, 7; Sept.: Ezek. 32:2, 13).Figuratively used of the 
mind, to stir up, trouble, disturb with various emotions such as fear, put in trepidation.8 

2. Strongs 
b. 5015 ταράσσω [tarasso /tar·as·so/] v. Of uncertain affinity; GK 5429; 17 occurrences; 

AV translates as “trouble” 17 times. 1 to agitate, trouble (a thing, by the movement of 
its parts to and fro). 1A to cause one inward commotion, take away his calmness of 
mind, disturb his equanimity. 1B to disquiet, make restless. 1C to stir up. 1D to trouble. 
1D1 to strike one’s spirit with fear and dread. 1E to render anxious or distressed. 1F to 
perplex the mind of one by suggesting scruples or doubts.9 

 
John 11:33 (NIV) When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.  
 
John 12:27 (NIV) “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  
 
John 13:21 (NIV) After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I 
tell you, one of you is going to betray me.”  
 
John 14:27 (NIV) Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  

 
 

 
8 Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary: New Testament (electronic ed.). 
Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers. 
9 Strong, J. (1995). Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. Woodside Bible Fellowship. 
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John 14:1–4 (NIV)  
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has 
many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for 
you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you 
also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”  
 

1. We do not have to be troubled just because we have trouble. 

• You can have trouble in your life and peace in your heart.  
• Trouble and peace can coexist! 
• Subjective experiences must become subservient to objective truth and facts. 

 
2. That which is certain, promised and predicted is far more powerful and pronounced then the 

problems we will face. 
 

• He is going there.  
• He is preparing a place for us. 
• He is coming and He is coming back to get us. 

 
CONCLUSIONS: 
 

1. In our very uncertain world, there are a few certainties: 
a. We will have trouble simply because we live in a deeply troubled place. 
b. Don’t contribute to your own troubles and hardships thru poor choices.  

2. While we cannot safely predict what the trouble will be like, our response regardless of the 
situation can be the same.  

a. The insanity outside of us does not have to produce chaos within us! 
3. Our present troubles will be fully conquered by Jesus Christ who will one day come for us. 
4. We must foster an eternal perspective so we can properly compare our present circumstances. 

 
2 Corinthians 4:17–18 (NIV)  
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but 
what is unseen is eternal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


